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Submission to National Transport Strategy 

Summary 

I welcome the Scottish Government’s commitment to consult on the National 
Transport Strategy and the Strategic Transport Projects Review. 

This is a unique opportunity to invest in transport infrastructure in the south west of 
Scotland and Dumfries and Galloway in particular. There are currently no major 
transport projects in Dumfries and Galloway included in the previous STPR. This is 
an area in which I have taken a close interest and I successfully campaigned for a 
Transport Summit in Dumfries in August 2016 which was chaired by the Deputy First 
Minister John Swinney and attended by the Transport Minister Humza Yousaf. It was 
at this summit that Mr Yousaf announced the consultation on the new National 
Transport Strategy 

Dumfries and Galloway is a large rural region which has seen depopulation in recent 
decades. It has a higher than Scottish average older population and a higher than 
Scottish average number of people with disabilities. It has lower than average 
wages. It faces considerable challenges attracting key workers such as doctors and 
retaining its young people. While investment in major infrastructure projects in 
Dumfries and Galloway will not guarantee the same level of growth as would result in 
areas where there is more population density, that is all the more reason to ensure 
that transport infrastructure is improved. Doing so will result in longer term growth by 
improving accessibility and connectivity. Failing to invest will only result in further 
decline. 

The experience of The Borders Railway demonstrates that the right project in a rural 
area can generate activity and income which was not anticipated in feasibility 
reports. This is the “build it and they will come” maxim.  Dumfries and Galloway is an 
area of outstanding natural beauty and cultural attractions. It has growth areas, 
particularly tourism and food and drink.  More people will be encouraged to visit, live 
and work there if the transport links are improved.  

Improving the transport infrastructure is essential to reversing decline in Dumfries 
and Galloway. Doing nothing will accelerate decline which is unacceptable if we are 
to ensure that all Scotland’s citizens, including in rural areas, share in the 
government’s vision of Scotland as a fair and prosperous country. 

It is vital that Dumfries and Galloway projects feature in a new and meaningful way in 
the Strategic Transport Projects Review. These are the priorities I believe should be 
taken forward, based on my experience of representing the area since 2011 and 
listening to the views of my constituents. 

DUMFRIES 

The SNP 2016 manifesto commits the government to better link Dumfries to the 
motorway to Scotland’s Central Belt. I expect that commitment to be reflected in the 
STPR. Dumfries is the regional capital of South West Scotland – the only part of the 



country not considered a “city region” for economic development purposes.  People 
in surrounding areas need to access Dumfries for work, education, health and social 
services as well as cultural, social and sporting activities. At the moment it is not well 
connected with slow, intermittent rail links and has no dualled road links. The A701 
and A709 which link Dumfries to the M74 are in need of upgrading and have single 
lane traffic, at points controlled by traffic lights. This is unacceptable.   

Linking Dumfries and its satellite communities better to the central belt, by both road 
and rail, will in my view have the most significant economic benefit to the whole 
region.   

 As such, I am calling for investment in three major areas: 
 

 Connecting Dumfries with faster rail links to Glasgow and Edinburgh; 
 Connecting Dumfries with faster road links to the motorway; 
 Further improvements to the A75 with a view to dualling where viable. 

 

Connecting Dumfries and Dumfriesshire with faster rail links to Glasgow and 
Edinburgh 

I strongly welcome the Scottish Government’s ongoing refurbishment of rolling stock 
and enhanced services on the Glasgow – Dumfries – Carlisle route.  However more 
requires to be done to improve rail links between Dumfries and the central belt. 

The Nith Valley line should however be electrified.  The journey into Glasgow is 
currently too slow to be a realistic option for commuters. This line is Dumfries’s only 
direct link to Glasgow. It runs eight times a day (two trains on a Sunday), and takes 
nearly two hours. This is unacceptable. To compare: the commuting town of 
Peterborough is 85 miles from London, similar to the distance between Glasgow and 
Dumfries. The train takes 45 minutes. 

There is also a strong feeling locally that work should be done on the feasibility of 
linking Dumfries to the West Coast main line. This is a community led initiative.  

I agree with the Dumfries Railway Group’s mission statement that “a new rail link 
to Glasgow and Edinburgh would offer a social and economic benefit to Dumfries 
and Galloway”. I would support examination of the viability of various options as 
proposed by the campaigners including:  

1) The reopening of the line from Dumfries to Lockerbie 

 2) A new rail link between the Nith Valley line and the West Coast line 

 3) A new rail link between Dumfries and Beattock. 

http://dumfriesrailwaygroup.org/news/ 

There are a number of community campaigns to re-open stations. Below are those 
who have approached me and given detailed and convincing reasons for re-opening 
stations in their towns. All these station openings would result in traffic coming off the 
roads which would of course be environmentally beneficial. 

 



 

Thornhill  - Nith Valley line 

Thornhill is a very attractive town 15 miles north of Dumfries on the A76. There is a 
community led campaign to re-open its station. This would improve accessibility in 
the Glencairn Valley and mid Nithsdale. A railway stop would increase tourism. The 
highly rural nature of the population and the high numbers of elderly people mean 
that many otherwise isolated communities around Thornhill would be able to access 
services, most of which are concentrated in Dumfries. There are strong social justice 
issues for re-opening the station in Thornhill. Despite other stations on the line 
having re-opened, the stretch of line between Sanquhar and Dumfries remains the 
longest without a station (Thornhill to Sanquhar and Dumfries are, respectively, 12 
and 14 miles). SWESTRANS report that from an engineering perspective the build of the 
railway station presents no major engineering feasibility issues. Comparisons with other stations 
currently being constructed or recently reopened stations suggest an estimated station 
construction cost of £8million - £11million. 

http://thornhillstation.co.uk/ 

Beattock- West Coast Main Line 

Beattock Station was closed in 1972, when the line was electrified and modernised. 
This has left nearly 48 miles of railway line between Lockerbie and Carstairs with no 
station – the longest stretch in Britain. Residents of the rural communities in 
Beattock, Moffat and the surrounding areas have to travel up to 20 miles to reach 
their nearest station, in Lockerbie. A station at Beattock would give a massive boost 
to the local economy and stimulate regeneration. It would transform residents’ work 
opportunities, with a daily commute to Edinburgh or Glasgow taking only 45 minutes, 
and make it much easier for people to use the train for shopping or leisure. The 
growth of timber harvesting in the area means that Beattock could be a loading point 
for the industry and take a great deal of freight off the roads. SWestrans report that, 
taking into account the need to make an allowance for overhead line equipment 
alterations, the cost of the station is estimated in the £14million -£15million range. 

http://www.beattockstationactiongroup.org.uk/ 

Langholm – Borders Railway 

Langholm has been included in the feasibility study looking at the extension of the 
Borders Railway to Carlisle. Langholm is a former tweed and cashmere producing 
town which has seen almost all its textile manufacturing close. There is a threated 
relocation of its last remaining major employer. This has resulted in three ministerial 
led employment summits being held in the town since 2012. Langholm has poor road 
connections to Dumfries and the Central Belt. Re-opening the station in Langholm 
would give residents access to services and promote social inclusion. It would also 
allow the highly rural Eskdale area to better exploit its considerable potential as a 
tourism destination and a commuting town. The original Waverly Line ran through 
Langholm as a branch. However there is a strong case to be made that it would 
make sense in both commercial and civil engineering terms for any extended line to 
run from Tweedbank through Hawick and Langholm towards Carlisle.   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-south-scotland-34899285 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-south-scotland-34899285


https://en-gb.facebook.com/groups/gettinglangholmbackontrack/ 

Connecting Dumfries with faster road links to the motorway 

Transport interventions which improve journey times between Dumfries and the M74 
must be a priority in line with manifesto commitments. If Dumfries had been a city – 
and it is only slightly smaller than Stirling - the Scottish Government would be 
committed to a dualled road link.  Alongside improvements to the existing northerly 
connection along the A701, upgrades to the A709 and, ultimately, dualling the route 
would vastly improve journey times to both the motorway and the West Coast Main 
Line via the train station at Lockerbie.  

THE A75 

This is also an SNP manifesto commitment. The Scottish Government has invested  
in improvements to the A75 in Dumfries and Galloway since 2007. But as the main 
route connecting communities from East to West, the A75 Euroroute frustrates and 
delays drivers as local, tourist and HGV traffic share road space with many slow 
moving agricultural vehicles and even livestock crossings.  

All the specific A75 improvement projects identified in the previous local transport 
plans have now been delivered, including the Dunragit by-pass and the Hardgrove to 
Kinmount stretch. I have repeatedly emphasised that in order for the government to 
commit to improving the road, further upgrades most be appraised and put forward 
for inclusion in the STPR. Ideally the medium term commitment to full dualling of the 
road should be contained in the SPTR. I am aware, however, of restrictions to the 
government’s capital budget. Therefore I will list the priorities which I see as having 
the biggest immediate benefit to my constituents. 

*Dualling between Dumfries and the M6 at Gretna. This would have the greatest 
economic benefit to the region and would connect Dumfries to the motorway both 
north and south, hence fulfilling two manifesto pledges.  

*A dualled A75 southern by pass between Dumfries and the new DGRI hospital to 
the west of the town. Without this dualling my constituents are concerned about 
access to the new hospital which will serve the whole of the region.  

* By passes of the villages of Crocketford and Springholm. This would offer an 
opportunity to dual further stretches of the road and spare villagers the continual 
disruption of heavy goods traffic very close to their homes.  

The A76 

Improving this road has been a government objective for many years. It links fragile 
highly rural communities with relatively isolated post-industrial communities in upper 
Nithsdale and East Ayrshire  which suffer from considerable economic deprivation. 
Parts of the road are closed regularly and temporary traffic lights have been put in 
place in lieu of repairs. This is unacceptable and should be addressed.  

 

 

 

https://en-gb.facebook.com/groups/gettinglangholmbackontrack/


 

BUS SERVICES AND ACTIVE TRANSPORT 

Buses 

I strongly support any re-regulation of bus services which would allow the public 
sector and community groups to provide not for profit services to meet local needs. It 
is very difficult, indeed sometimes impossible, to live and work in parts of Dumfries 
and Galloway without access to a car. This is particularly challenging for young 
people who need to access work, training and education as well as marginalised 
groups such as job seekers, older and disabled people. If we are serious about 
increasing the number of journeys made by public transport we need to address this 
matter. I believe community transport social enterprises have an important role to 
play in delivering such services. Current bus services to some communities are 
inadequate and have been cut. Re-regulation could offer an opportunity to tailor 
services to the needs of communities which cannot sustain a commercial service. 

Cycling 

I am broadly supportive of the Cycling Dumfries policy objectives. In particular I 

support an improved network of sign-posted cycle paths, a network of “safe routes” 

to all schools, a mandatory 20 mph limit in town and city centres and the extension of 

bike provision in buses and trains. 

 

https://cyclingdumfries.wordpress.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


