
Introduction 

I welcome the opportunity to comment on Network Rail’s draft Scotland Route Study.  
As MSP for the South Scotland Region and candidate for the Dumfriesshire in the 
upcoming Holyrood election, my main focus is on the Glasgow and South Western 
Corridor, which links Dumfries to Glasgow and Carlisle, as well as the Anglo-Scottish 
route on the West Coast Main Line, connecting Lockerbie with the central belt. 

I note that within section 3 of the Scotland Route Study, the benefits which can be 
achieved by improving rail based connectivity are listed, which include: 

 Improve access to employment and services by providing opportunities to 
travel that fit in better with where they work, where they live and the type of 
lifestyle they have. 

 Improve people’s quality of life by enabling them to visit family and friends or 
access leisure activities across Scotland and the UK in a flexible and 
affordable way. 

 Reduce the effective distance between businesses, increasing their 
geographical reach and improving business-to-business connections. 

 Provide opportunities for shifting both passenger and freight demand from the 
road network onto the rail network. Where this happens, it will provide benefits 
for non-rail users by reducing congestion, air pollution and accident risk on 
Scotland’s roads. 

I am disappointed that very little in way of proposals has been developed south of 
Carstairs on the WCML and Kilmarnock on the Glasgow South Western Corridor.  I 
will outline below the priority areas for rail connectivity in our region taking in 
Glasgow and South Western Corridor, the Lockerbie – Edinburgh/Glasgow via 
WCML, Dumfries to Lockerbie Rail Link, and Borders Railway Extension. 

Glasgow and South Western Corridor 

According to the Scotland Route Study, the Glasgow and South Western Corridor is 
classed as a rural market.  Demand on this route is forecast to grow 75 per cent and 
117 per cent by 2023/24 and 2043 respectively.  Despite this forecast in growth, 
there are no plans in the Route Study to electrify the line.  On this route a typical 
journey between Dumfries, the largest urban centre in Dumfries and Galloway, and 
Glasgow takes 1 hour and 45 minutes, which rules out the ability to commute to and 
from the city.  This journey takes longer than driving between Dumfries and 
Glasgow.  Services and rolling stock are due to improve with under the ScotRail 
franchise, but without electrification it will never be a credible commuter service. 

The lack of electrification proved to be hugely detrimental during the recent closure 
of the Lamington Viaduct on the West Coast Main Line.  There was a distinct lack of 
capacity to offer a diversionary route with the appropriate capability and capacity to 
keep running trains during this unplanned disruption. 

Dumfries is the only town of its size in Scotland that is not a city.  However it is a 
strategic regional capital.  The quality of its rail connections do not befit a regional 
capital and it is suffering as a result.  I believe as an elected representative that we 



need to raise ambition for Dumfries and the surrounding area and that incudes 
greatly improved rail services.  Electrification of the rail connection between Dumfries 
and Glasgow would go some way to improve the situation. 

Lockerbie – Edinburgh/Glasgow via WCML 

The high speed Anglo-Scottish route on the West Coast Main Line will benefit from a 
step change from HS2, according to the Scotland Route Study.  It is imperative that 
Dumfries and Galloway benefit from any such step change, with improved commuter 
services and accessibility to the central belt and beyond. 

Currently Transpennine and Virgin stop trains at Lockerbie, 15 miles from the main 
population centre of Dumfries.  The 48 miles from Lockerbie to Carstairs is the 
longest section of railway line in the UK without an intermediate station. 

A feasibility Study into the introduction of a local passenger rail service on the West 
Coast Main Line between Glasgow and Carlisle undertaken by Dumfries and 
Galloway Council with SPT found the business case for such a proposal was 
enhanced by additional stations at Beattock and Symington. 

I believe that the area and local communities would benefit from the re-opening of 
the station at Beattock, which would: 

 Give local people better work opportunities by enabling them to commute, and 
enable those living further north of Lockerbie within the region to do so without 
travelling as far south 

 Increase tourism and benefit local businesses by making it easier for people 
to visit the area 

 Enhance residents’ quality of life by making it easier for them to travel outside 
the area for employment, shopping and leisure 

 Improve the environment by reducing dependence on the car. 

Dumfries to Lockerbie Rail Link 

Another aspect of improving rail based connectivity from Dumfries should involve 
exploration into the feasibility of restoring a rail link between Dumfries and Lockerbie.  
There is a new community campaign for this to take place which has gained a 
considerable following and is led by community councillors.  They make the point 
that economic activity can be spurred by new rail links such as proven in Borders.  
However, before its completion many economic analyses suggested that the Borders 
Railway would not be cost effective. 

In addition to the lengthy journey times on the Dumfries to Glasgow route, there is 
currently no link between Dumfries and Edinburgh.  The lack of this strategic link was 
again highlighted during the recent closure of the Lamington Viaduct, with many 
commuters who would normally travel to Edinburgh from Lockerbie unable to make 
their journey to work, either having to arrange alternative work practices (i.e. working 
from home) or having to take the car, substantially increasing journey times.  



Reopening the route between Dumfries and Lockerbie would have significant 
economic and social benefits for the region by opening up commuter links between 
Dumfries and both Edinburgh and Glasgow; the latter through a potentially faster 
route via Lockerbie.  The vast majority of the proposed 14 mile connection could use 
the line of the old route, which is still largely visible, and much of the old 
infrastructure. 

Borders Railway extension 

I was promised by the Transport Minister that the feasibility study on the extension of 
Borders Railway to Carlisle would include Langholm.  I understand that feasibility 
study is being undertaken soon and I would expect a genuine exercise which 
consults fully in Langholm; a town of incredibly tourist significance as well as being a 
commuter area for Carlisle.  I think it would enhance the offering of the Borders 
Railway because it is the birth place of iconic figures such as Thomas Telford and 
Hugh MacDiarmid and has a rich cultural offering.  It would also increase traffic on 
the line and would be well-used, reducing road traffic, as many people in Langholm 
work in Carlisle.  

Conclusion 

Dumfriesshire is an ambitious region, but currently those ambitions are being held 
back by inadequate rail connectivity and infrastructure.   

I am very concerned that route development seems to proceed along the lines of 
projected demand, but that demand is based on the current falling and aging 
population of the region.  The potential demand at both Lockerbie and Dumfries is 
further suppressed by lack of services.  This seems to me to be assuming a 
managed decline.   

From my point of view, as an elected representative, we need infrastructure 
developments that will boost the economic potential of the region including 
preventing out-migration of young people and encouraging in-migration of people of 
working age. 
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