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Introduction 
 
I would like to thank you for the opportunity to respond to this consultation.  Given my role 
as MSP for the south of Scotland region with a particular focus on Dumfriesshire, the 
comments made below relate specifically to the proposed site at Chapelcross. 
 
National Policy 
 
The first point I would like to make relates to paragraph 41 from the consultation document.  
The paragraph outlines that defence is a UK Government responsibility and that that 
Scottish Government policy long term management of radioactive waste is superseded by 
UK government policy regardless of where the RPVs arise from.  This seems to be in 
contradiction to the respect agenda that has been talked about post-referendum. 
 
Was the Chapelcross site to be chosen, this creates the risk of setting a precedent for 
accepting future nuclear waste, contradictory to Scotland's national policy. 
 
Socio-Economic Development 
 
However, most importantly, this would put at risk current plans for a more positive 
sustainable future to be built on the former nuclear site.  Given the lack of socio-economic 
benefits offered, it is pivotal not to put at risk economic development in the area.  Under 
the Chapelcross Development Framework, Scottish Enterprise has established specific 
targets for the future economic development at Chapelcross under a variety of mixed uses.  
These have emerged from local and national policy objectives to include: 
 

 Distribution 

 Haulage 

 Renewables/Energy 

 Incubator 

 General Industrial 
 
Recent discussions with Scottish Enterprise have focussed on hopes to develop the site into 
an energy park with a renewable lead.  It is a grave concern that accepting nuclear waste on 
the site would jeopardise such opportunities. 
 
The Framework also focuses on building on the existing skills base in the area, specifically 
energy, engineering, construction and food processing.  Tourism and food processing in 
particular are huge economic drivers in the area.  The new Annandale Distillery is case in 
point, and a new nuclear waste storage facility seems entirely incompatible with such a 
venture – the perception of being close to such facilities would undoubtedly jeopardise the 
success of such a business.  It would also create problems for the marketability of sites 
around the Chapelcross site for future development.  This is a huge backward step. 
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Transportation 
 
It has been convincingly argued, not least by the Nuclear Information Service, that 
transporting radioactive material is one of the nuclear industry’s riskiest activities.  Indeed, 
it was reported in 2012 that there was an alarming increase in accidents related to the 
transportation of radioactive materials – 38 in 2011 compared to 30 in 2010. 
 
This is very concerning – particularly given that the local transport routes include a series of 
minor roads that are entirely unsuitable for such transportation and creating risks to 
community safety. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Given my views outlined above I would like to record my serious opposition to the storage 
of nuclear waste at the Chapelcross site. 
 
I am happy for these comments to be published. 
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Unit 7, the Loreburne Centre, High Street, Dumfries, DG1 2BD 
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