
 
 
 

Mr Gavin Stevenson 

Chief Executive  

Dumfries & Galloway Council 

Council Offices 

English Street 

DUMFRIES 

DG1 2DD 

 

3rd February, 2015 

 

Dear Gavin 

 

Proposals to Reduce ASL Provision in Dumfries & Galloway 

 

I am writing to express my concern at proposals currently being considered by Dumfries 

& Galloway Council.  These proposals would, I understand, reduce the number Learning 

Support Staff employed by the Council by a minimum of 52.8 FTE over the next 3 years. 

 

Whilst I appreciate that Dumfries & Galloway Council, in common with all Local 

Authorities, is operating under increasing financial pressures, I am concerned that these 

current proposals will impact upon the most vulnerable children and young people in 

Dumfries and Galloway.  This includes disabled children and young people, those with 

caring responsibilities and those requiring more short-term targeted support (e.g. after 

a bereavement).   

 

The proposals appear to suggest that ASL provision will be greatly reduced, focused 

mainly on areas of Multiple Deprivation, and that children and young people will find it 

much more difficult to access the support they need.  For some children these changes 

may remove their right to participate fully in school life.    

 

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child states that every child in Scotland has the 

right to an education.  Further, this education should be directed to “the development 

of the child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest 

potential” (Articles 28 & 29). Removing or reducing access to ASL support from those 

children who require it is likely to have an impact on them not only now, but well into 

the future. 

 

Article 12 of the Convention states that where a decision is being taken that affects a 

child or young person, then that body should ensure the child’s views are sought and 

considered as part of the decision-making process (taking into account their age and 

maturity).   

 



Can you reassure me that any consultation carried out on these proposals to date has 

been done so in a way that has taken into account the specific needs of the children and 

young people potentially affected  by them?  For example, can you demonstrate that 

sufficient time has been allocated to the consultation process; that materials have been 

created that are accessible to the children affected and that children and young people 

have been given information about the proposals that is clear and unbiased?  I would 

welcome sight of any consultation materials you have produced for children and young 

people, as well any evidence gathered from children and young people as part of the 

consultation process.   

 

My office has created guidance on how best to consult with children and young people 

on school closures and other significant changes, which you may find helpful in this 

regard.  This is entitled “Participants, Not Pawns” and can be accessed via the website 

here: http://www.sccyp.org.uk/publications/participation.   

 

I am aware that the Council is due to make a decision on this proposal on Thursday, 5th 

February, 2015.  I believe, however, that the Council should pause and take stock. I 

would suggest that the Council carry out a Children’s Rights Impact Assessment (CRIA) 

before any substantive decisions are taken, in order to fully assess the potential impact 

of these proposals from a children’s rights perspective.  My office has developed a CRIA 

toolkit for such a purpose which can be accessed online here:  

http://www.sccyp.org.uk/policy/cria.  

 

I look forward to your early response. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
 

Tam Baillie 

Scotland’s Commissioner for Children & Young People 
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