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Dear David, 

 

During the many debates that we both participated in during the referendum campaign 
at schools and community councils across Dumfries and Galloway, I raised my concerns 
that Westminster MPs would cut Scotland’s funding in the event of a No vote.  

My concerns were based on statements by Labour, Conservative and Liberal Democrat 
MPs insisting that the Barnett formula on which Scotland’s funding is based should be 
abandoned and replaced by a “needs based” system.  

This, as you know would result in Scotland’s annual budget being slashed by £4 billion a 
year, the equivalent of our entire NHS spending. 

When i raised this concern during our debates, you were absolutely unequivocal in your 
assertion that the Barnett formula was safe and there was no plan to cut Scotland’s 
money. 

In fact, a central part of the Better Together campaign was the argument that Scotland 
was financially better off in the union by £1200 a year because Barnett meant higher 
public spending. Of course, besides Scotland having higher public spending for its 
population size we still pay more tax per head to the UK and have done for the past 33 
years. I was alarmed therefore to read assertions by many Labour and Conservative 
politicians – such as Carwyn Jones and Christopher Chope - that Scotland’s money 
should be cut. In fact, a recent survey taken by Dods Polling immediately prior to the 
referendum found the majority of Conservative MPs oppose maintaining the Barnett 
formula, along with 41 per cent of Labour MPs and 78 per cent of Lib Dems. 



It is now apparent that the parliamentary motion laid down in Westminster fails to 
repeat the guarantee to Scotland’s budget mentioned in the “vow” issued by the 
Westminster leaders prior to the referendum. 

As I am sure you know, any change to the Barnett formula would be a disaster for the 
region we both represent as well as a complete betrayal of the people of Dumfries and 
Galloway who voted No in the belief they were financially better off in the union. 

Can I quote your Better Together colleague Rory Stewart the MP for Cumbria who said 
in The Times this week that reneging on the promise to keep the Barnett formula would 
be “the most catastrophic thing to do” adding “It has been promised, nothing would be 
more treacherous”. 

Can you confirm that you will stick to the promises you made on Scottish funding to the 
people of Dumfries and Galloway during the referendum campaign? 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

  
 

Joan McAlpine MSP 

 


