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Dear Aileen, 

Solway Haaf Netters and Wild Fisheries Regulations 

I note the government’s laying of the Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Regulations 2016 
(2016/115). 

I also note your letter to the convenor of the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment 
Committee outlining proposals to compensate small angling clubs, which I am sure will be 
welcomed by those stakeholders. 

I understand the importance of conserving wild salmon and the government’s international 
obligations.  I appreciate that you are negotiating and listening to some of the representations 
made to you by various groups. Can I appeal to you to also listen to the unique representations 
from Annan’s haaf netters? 

A heritage fishery 

I have written to you on several occasions about the effect of the regulations on Annan’s netters, 
and I have also laid down a motion in parliament which gained cross party support. I have made 
submissions to last year’s consultation on wild fisheries. I am appealing to you again to exempt 
the haaf netters from these measures.  As I pointed out in my submission to the consultation, the 
haaf netters are pursuing a heritage fishery which is culturally fragile and unique in Scotland. It 
dates back to Viking times and its future is threatened by the restrictions.  

Since it is agreed that the haaf netters are not fixed engines and have a 0% mortality rate, they 
are arguing that they be allowed a restricted kill based on the mortality rate for catch and 
release rod fishing. This is the agreement they have already reached with the English 
Environment Agency and the River Eden. They have also drastically reduced the number of haaf 
net licenses.  They have shown their commitment to conservation. 

There/… 



There are also stake nets and poke nets in Annan which will have to cease operating entirely. 
This has also come as a result of pressure from the River Eden and the English Environment 
Agency last year, with threats of legal action. I regret that the council chose not to seek judicial 
review on this matter. The former licensee of the stake nets disputes the scientific justification 
for regulations both in the Eden and the River Annan; although he argues that the fish he 
catches are not bound for the Annan.  I will raise this matter separately. 

Effect on Annan Common Good 

I note from the officers report to Annan Common Good Fund that the potential effect on income 
of the conservation regulations would be a reduction of £41,170 over a three year period. The 
Common Good Fund supports many worthwhile groups and events in the town including The 
Christmas Lights, the Pipe Band and the Harbour Action Group.  

As anglers groups will receive compensation from the Scottish Government can I ask what 
compensation will go to the Common Good Fund if these regulations go ahead either partially or 
in full?  If compensation is to be paid can I point out that it will need to be ring-fenced for the 
Common Good Fund in Annan if it is channelled through Dumfries and Galloway Council. 

To conclude I welcome the movement you have shown with regards to concerns about the 
regulations. I know we will meet this week and I very much hope that you can offer some good 
news to the heritage fishermen of the Solway. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

  
 

Joan McAlpine MSP 

 

 


