10 September 2014

Dear Editor,

We are all grandparents from across Dumfries and Galloway and we are concerned about the level of misinformation coming from the Better Together campaign in relation to older people, in particular their pensions. 
Even UK Pensions Minister Steve Webb told the Scottish Affairs Committee 7 May 2014 that older people would be entitled to current levels of state pension in an independent Scotland.
In fact, because  people in Scotland pay more tax per head than those in the rest of the UK, and have done for the past 33 years, Scotland will be better able to afford pensions that the UK at present.
It is worth noting that the UK has the lowest level of state pension within the EU.  The Scottish Government has written extensively on the issue of pensions in the white paper “Scotland’s Future” and will ensure that the state pension increases by at least 2.5% or in line with the cost of living or earnings as part of a ‘triple-lock’ protection.  Scottish Government plans would see new pensioners receiving £160 per week under the single tier pension – around £5 a week or £260 per year higher than as part of the UK.  The Scottish Government last week also said that it would protect the winter fuel allowance, rather than start to cut it as Ed Miliband plans to do if elected in 2015.
It is also worth noting that the Scottish Parliament has a better track record in protecting older people through measures such as free personal care for the elderly and free bus travel.
However, we are not voting yes because of our pensions and benefits.  We are voting yes for our grandchildren.  We need to control our own resources and make decisions for ourselves in order to invest in their future; through creation of more and better jobs, and protecting our NHS.
Yours sincerely,

David Lacey, 9 Eskdaill Street, Langholm

Bob Kell, 4 Charles Street, Annan,

Stephen L James, 28 Marchfield Avenue, Dumfries

Janice and Gordon Ferrie, Stuartfield, Beechgrove, Moffat

Carole MacNeillie, 36 Arnott Terrace, Dumfries

Angus Henry Langlands, “Dunollie”, Main Street, Penpont

Bill and Sylvia Telfer 40 Caroline Street, Langholm

Helen Powell, 21 Hanover Court, Dumfries
Alastair and June Witts, 39 Kindar Drive, New Abbey

Ann and Andy Ferguson 9 Terregles Street Dumfries
James Orr, 1, Maclean Drive, Johnstonebridge, Lockerbie

Fiona Jack, Melbourne Court, Eastriggs
