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Newsletter 
SNP Dumfries Branch East May 2013 

 
 

Hi folks. 

 

We have had a busy month preparing for our action 

day on the 25th in the town centre. We will have a 

guess the name of the Teddy Bear, guess the weight 

of the cake, three SNP Bears (see page 5), Tee-shirts, 

Baseball caps home made tablet, homemade        

shortbread to buy and many more items as well as the 

usual merchandise. There will be flags to give out as 

well as lollypops. Anyone wishing to have a try at 

guessing the cake or the bear then contact me         

(see contact details below) and if I have your pledge     

before the stall closes then I will put your name down 

for a guess. (see page 5). I hope you can come along 

and if not help then to spend some money to help   

bolster the Branch funds which we need to build up in 

order to win the referendum. My plea to all is if you 

can't make it on Saturday try a guess or buy one of 

the teddy bears this will help funds, contact me. 

 

On the subject of Independence there are still a few 

seats on the bus going up to Edinburgh in September 

for the Rally so if you want to go you need to book 

your seats soon. 

 

Enjoy your May holiday 

 
 

Contact Editor at: 
Email: cctomkinson@aol.com 

Phone: 01387 248320 

 

Deadline 

All reports, letters, items to be included in the next      

newsletter must be submitted to the editor at the latest by 

the 14th of June 2013 

 

  AGENDA 

 

SNP Dumfries East Branch  

 Meeting 

 

Monday, 29th April 2013, 7pm 

Moreig Hotel, Annan Road, Dumfries 
 

 

1. Members Present 

2. Apologies 

3. Minutes of April Branch Meeting 

4. Business arising there from 

5. Office bearers reports                       

(as in newsletter) 

6. Councillors’ Reports                         

(as in newsletter) 

7. Branch Stall 

8. AOCB 

9. Date and place of next meeting. 
 
 
 

 

Further Scheduled Meetings 
 

24th June - There is no July meeting -26th August -

30th September 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cctomkinson@aol.com
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Convenor: 

As the days lengthen and (hopefully) the temperature rises, we can look forward to more opportunities to get out and 

about and sell the independence message.  No doubt other office bearers will give you more detail about our days of 

action, but I shall confine my remarks to saying that the 'YES' campaign stall in the town centre on 4th May was a     

success and attracted interest.  To some extent the reaction was more polarised than some months ago, with people   

coming forward to sign up but others making remarks like 'Salmond is a dictator' to which I replied 'Democratically 

elected by the Scottish people.  Don't you believe in democracy?' to which there was no coherent reply! 
 

We seem to be getting more letters in the local press and, encouragingly, people unknown to us are writing in.  As often 

is the case, the 'No' supporters do not sign their names.  To me, that says it all.  If their cause is worthwhile, why are 

they hiding? 
 

Secretary: 

The meeting with the Disputes Committee has taken place.  We will now have to wait until they make their report to the 

Executive who will let us know their decision.  The Constituency Association has now met and looks as if it will be 

more effective in the future.  It is proposed that the number of delegates to the Constituency from each branch should be 

more than the current three. 
 

Treasurer: 
 

Since our last meeting we have had quite a few expenses.  We have had to pay for the stall at the Agricultural Show, the 

compulsory levy from headquarters for the Aberdeen Donside bye-election, and the meal taken by the Disputes      

Committee at the Moreig Hotel. 
 

I have asked the Convener to transfer some money from Headquarters' Membership Account to pay for anything        

unexpected that may occur.. 
 

Political Education Officer : 

A successor state is a smaller state created when a larger state divides. Professor David Scheffer, a leading American 

professor of international law, has said that Scotland and the remainder of the UK (rUK) would be treated as "co-equal 

successor states" in the event of independence 
 

The No campaigners continually threaten that rUK alone would be the successor state, and that Scotland would have to 

negotiate membership of the European Union and other bodies and probably be forced to join the euro. What they     

ignore is that before the Act of Union of 1707 Scotland and England were both independent countries with equal        

international status, so if they revert to being separate independent countries they must also have equal independent 

status as successor states. If rUK insists that it and it alone can continue to have the privileges of the successor state, 

then logically it and it alone would also continue to have the responsibilities and obligations of the successor state - in 

other words, if Scotland is to have none of the privileges then she is also not responsible for any of the debts and can 

start with massive revenues and resources and an absolutely zero responsibility for any of the rUK's massive debt. It has 

been calculated that this would give an independent Scotland about four years of initial government spending without 

having to raise a single penny in income! 
 

Deputy First Minister Nicola Sturgeon MSP said: 
 

“This is an excellent and enlightened contribution by a man who has worked at the highest level in international law and 

politics. It will come as a huge blow to the anti-independence No camp politicians who know that the real threat to  

Scotland being ousted from Europe comes from remaining in the Westminster system. No serious person can argue that 

it is anything other than in the interests of the EU to keep Scotland in continuous membership, given this country's huge 

natural resources in energy and other aspects which make us such a valuable European partner. It is only a Yes vote for 

an independent Scotland at the referendum next year that will ensure Scotland's voice is always heard at the top tables 

of Europe." 
 

Organiser: 

 

A. As your branch delegate on the SNP National council I shall attend on Saturday 1st of June in Aberdeen. 

B. You will all have received a letter from Alex Salmond asking for either a cash donation and or help in the       

forthcoming Aberdeen Donside By-Election on the 20th of June. I am prepared to travel to Aberdeen and I     

wonder if any of my fellow branch members would like to accompany me: we must obtain a resounding victory 

for our candidate as the Media will attempt to damage the party and the forthcoming yes vote if we do not do 

well. 

C. I have recently become the convenor of the constituency branch: See further details on page 3 under constituency 

report. 
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Andrew Wood:  

Please except my apologies for not writing a report this month. At this moment I am not in this country and 

won’t be back in time to write a report. I wish you all well. 

Regards Andrew 
 
 

Alastair Witts: 
 

I've had an interesting and varied, but busy month.  There have been a lot of meetings in schools, most of them 

concerned with the 'Learning Town' proposals.  Less controversial was the official opening of Dumfries  

Academy Dining Hall, which has already been a success with pupils as it looks very adult with a continental-

style cafe.  There's no truth in the rumour that I got it set up in time for our eldest granddaughter when she 

starts at the Academy in August! 

 

Other visits to schools involved presenting Civic Pride awards to school pupils at Georgetown and Calside, 

who had designed artwork to encourage people to keep the town tidy. 

 

Less inspiring but relevant are the complaints about pot holes on the roads, which I've responded to by nagging 

officials to get on with repairs, or at least give us an indication of timetabling for these repairs. 

 

After a year's absence I'm back on the Planning Applications Committee.  My first meeting is next week. Half 

of the items appear to be to do with wind farm applications. 

 

Finally, you ought to be interested to know that I was in prison this month!  But no need to be alarmed!  This 

was just a visit to Kilmarnock Prison with a group I'm involved in called SASO (Scottish Association for the 

Study of Offending). Kilmarnock is only one of two privately run prisons in Scotland, proposed by the Tories 

but set up under Labour. Our SNP government is against the privatisation of prisons and as Kenny McAskill 

has so rightly said:' Prison should be for rehabilitation and not about profit.'  However, it was an interesting 

visit, but good to get back outside again! 

 

Wee Jokes 
A Scotsman went into a barber's shop and asked the cost 

of a haircut. "Six pounds,"  replied the  hairdresser.   

"What about a shave?" asked the Scot. "Three pounds fifty 

pence," answered the  hairdresser. The Scot retorted, 

"Shave my head." 
 

When Jock moved to London he constantly annoyed his English    

acquaintances by boasting about how great Scotland was. Finally, in 

exasperation, one said, "Well, if Scotland's so marvelous, how come 

you didn't stay there?" 

"Well," explained Jock "they're all so clever up there I had to come 

down here to have any chance of making it at all.       
 

Hamish McHarg, a Scottish minister, was 

making his rounds to parish homes to   

receive their tithes and offerings.  

One of his parishioners gave, but had a 

distinctly stingy attitude when parting with 

his money without receiving  

something in return.  

 

As he put the gift away, Hamish          

commented dryly, 'Tha Good Book says 

tha Lord loves a cheerful giver, but the 

Church o' Scotland canna be so choosy.' 

Constituency Report 

 

At a recent meeting of the constituency 

group the following officers were 

elected: 

 

Convener: Iain Alistair Rogers 

Contact: 07780542751 

 

Vice Convener: Alastair Witts 

Contact: 01387850401 

E-Mail:   alastairwitts@aol.com 

 

Secretary: Isabel Geddes 

Contact: 01576 202534 

E-Mail:   ig7858@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: June Witts  

Contact: 01387850401 

E-Mail:   alastairwitts@aol.com 

 

Organiser: James Mair 

 

Committee Member : Cyril Mitchel 
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Our friend and colleague Brian Adam MSP 

passed away in April after fighting a brave battle 

with cancer.  Brian was a fantastic  mentor to 

many young SNP  activists, including Mark 

McDonald, our by-election candidate in Aberdeen 

Donside.. At the funeral, Brian’s son said his   

father would have expected the SNP to rally    

behind our candidate. Such was Brian’s          

campaigning energy that he increased his vote in 

2003, despite the national trend going in the     

opposite direction. 

 

It is important that we retain the Donside seat. 

Even if people can’t get up to Aberdeen to help, 

they can make calls via activate.  Even an hour 

would make all the difference. If you would be 

interested but have not used activate before then 

contact Ruth Callander at:                                 

ruthcallander@gmail.com.  

It’s easy, with a script that helps engage with    

voters. MSPs have a rota to make calls in the    

Edinburgh HQ for several hours a week. I got 

Brownie points for appearing on the first night, 

and found I really enjoyed it! 

 

This week the Scottish Independence Referendum 

(Franchise) Bill was debated in Parliament.  It 

extends the franchise to 16 and 17 year olds and 

creates a confidential register to protect children 

and young  people. 

 

I was delighted to support my colleague Aileen 

McLeod in a debate on the Mull of Galloway. The 

Scottish Land Fund, set up by the Scottish      

Government in February gave the community 

£338,000, almost 98% of what they need to buy 

the 30 acre site. I made the point in my speech 

that it was great that the south of Scotland is   

benefitting so quickly. 

 

Next week I will host a debate in the Scottish   

Parliament on a national tree.  It will promote our 

country as well as making people think about the 

environment.  It encourages conservationists to 

think about the national debate.  There has been a 

lot of media interest and  support from             

environmental charities. If you would like to at-

tend or know anyone who would be interested 

then do get in touch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to my update on the Yes Dumfriesshire activities this 

month. 

It is now under 500 days to go until the referendum date of 18th           

September 2014.  

There has been a lot of local activity this month and there are a lot of 

exciting things to look forward to over the summer. 
 

Yes Scotland declared 26-28th April a ‘Weekend of Action’ with the 

theme of ‘Prosperity’. A new leaflet has been produced which focuses on 

the prosperity theme (copies will be available at the next meeting for  

anyone who has not yet seen them). We had another very successful 

street stall in Dumfries Town Centre on Saturday 27th May. There was a 

great turnout by Branch members to support the stall and their efforts 

were very much appreciated. Almost 1,000 leaflets were distributed and 

there were some great conversations and discussions with members of the 

public with more names also added to the declaration. Also on the 27th 

May, a group was out doing streetwork in Sanquhar Town Centre. There 

was also a lot of leafleting done in Kirkconnel on the Sunday  afternoon.  

I attended the first of the Yes Ambassador Training sessions on       

Sunday 28th April at Yes Scotland HQ in Glasgow and hope to be able to 

start local Ambassador Training sessions as soon as possible. We are 

currently waiting for Yes Scotland to finalise the materials based on the 

feedback they have received from these initial training sessions but as 

soon as the packs are sent out to us we will be advertising sessions     

locally for people to come along a receive their Ambassador Training. 

Individuals can become Bronze, Silver or Gold Ambassadors and more 

details on this will be available at the sessions. You can register for these 

via the Yes Scotland website or by emailing me at the email address   

below. 
 

Members of Yes Dumfriesshire also attended the Moniaive Folk       

Festival on Saturday 11th May to canvass and leaflet those attending. We 

used the new Yes Scotland canvass cards. These cards allow us to iden-

tify support for Independence on a scale of 1 to 10. These cards will also 

be available to view at the next meeting or if you want a supply to use in 

your local area, let me know. 
 

There is an incentive scheme running alongside these cards. The       

incentive is for party canvassing through Activate. Now the summer is 

nearly upon us, we will be starting regular leafleting and canvassing 

runs. There is a fantastic incentive programme with the canvassing 

which means each referendum response can earn £1 for the local branch 

to spend on Yes materials as long as you meet a minimum target level 

each month. We will therefore be asking members to help with a        

canvassing drive to earn the branch incentives every month to help win 

Scotland’s independence.  If you’d like to be involved, please let me 

know at the usual email address, shown below. 
 

We are in the process of planning a stall at the Dumfries Show and hope 

to have a presence at several of the galas and shows in the area over the 

summer. We will send out details of the programme for these summer 

events and hope that many of you would be happy to come out for a few 

hours to support us. 
 

Plans are underway for a stall at Locharbriggs Community Centre 

which is being organised by some Yes Supporters and they are also   

planning two public meetings for Locharbriggs and Glencaple. Once 

details of these are finalised, we will send these out to you. It is fantastic 

to see people starting to organise events in their own communities. If 

anyone else would like to have a chat about starting something similar, 

please contact me.  

If you have any ideas, questions or thoughts, please feel free to email me 

at yesdumfriesshire@gmail.com 

Thanks,  
Kerry Willacy 

Phone: 07894642284 

mailto:ruthcallander@gmail.com
mailto:yesdumfriesshire@gmail.com
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 Ingredients: 
 

                  100g (4oz) Butter 

       50g (2oz) Caster sugar 

       100g (4oz) Plain Flour 

                  50g (2oz) Ground Rice 
 

Method: 

1. put all ingredients in food processor 

( chop the butter up into small cubes) and  

          process till it all starts to bind together 

(it will first become fine crumbs then 

will begin  to bind together) 

2.       Empty on to board and kneed together.            

(at this point I put in cranberries but you 

could put in what ever you want i.e. choc 

chips.) 

Work the fruit etc in and roll into a     

sausage and wrap in cling film and put 

in the fridge for at least 30 mins. 

3. Take out of fridge and cut into slices and 

put on tray. 

4. Put in a preheated oven at 190°, 375F, 

Gas mark 5 bake for about 15 min or   

until golden in colour. 

 

*This recipe is so easy to make. The trick is 

not to over work with your hands because it 

melts the butter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cake was weighed in grams fully decorated with 
board it is a 7” fruit cake.    

50p per guess 3 guesses  for  a £1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The name of the bear can be girl or boy  
50p per guess 3 guesses  for  a £1 

The name will be chosen by a member of the public  at the end of  
the day and the winner will be informed.  
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THE LOST HEIR OF ORCHARDTON 

After Culloden some Jacobite soldiers were         

arrested on the Solway Coast, hoping to find a ship 

for France.  They were brought before the        

Commissary of Dumfriesshire who ordered them 

executed.  As one of them was led away to his death 

the young man was found to be trying to tear up 

some documents.  On investigation these proved to 

be a commission from the King of France.  He was 

then dealt with as a prisoner of war not a rebel.  He 

was repatriated to France, but before that          

happened he was recognised by his old nurse as the 

son of Sir Robert Maxwell of Orchardton. 

 

Sir Robert Maxwell, like many Maxwells was a 

staunch Catholic and had sent him to be educated at a 

French    Jesuit College.  On the death of Sir Robert 

his brother who had been left in charge of the estate 

sent word to France that the young man was to be  

educated for the priesthood. Young Maxwell did not 

like the idea and ran away several times, ending up in 

the French Army, who sent him to Scotland among a 

French Force to help Bonnie Prince Charles. 

 

In 1754 Young Maxwell came back to Scotland where 

he took the “formula against Popery” and sued his 

cousin to regain the possession of Orchardton.  He said 

that as minor he was not able to chose which religion 

he was. His uncle had wanted his father’s estate of  

Orchardton and had tried to force him into the Roman 

Catholic priesthood.  The Court of Session decided for 

him.  His cousin appealed to the House of Lords but 

died before any decision was given and so Young 

Maxwell came into his father’s property.  He then  

married and built a fine house on the estate. 

   

 

Submitted by : Isobel M Gibson 

 

South China Morning Post Hong Kong 
Mon May 6, 2013 

Scottish independence gets boost from Hong Kong's 

money markets 
 

Exchange booths rate Scottish pound higher than English 
notes, cheering independence backers amid fight with London on 

currency 
 

In a week that has seen Britain discuss the very future of the pound 

sterling and the possible break-up of the United Kingdom, Hong 

Kong's money changers have provided an unwitting boost to the 

Scottish independence movement by offering a separate - and more 

favourable - rate for Scottish pound notes. 
 

Last week, British Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne 

warned that an independent Scotland would have to give up control 

over key elements of its economy if it wanted to continue using the 

pound. Osborne said a "Yes" vote in next year's referendum would 

leave Scotland with three options - unilaterally keeping the pound, 

creating a Scottish currency or joining the euro. 
 

But the Scottish nationalists got an unlikely boost when currency 

exchange company Mega Foreign Exchange listed the Scottish 

pound in its exchange rates, valuing it higher than the English 

pound. Yesterday it was offering HK$11.50 for a Scottish pound 

but HK$11.30 for an English one. 
 

The company has three outlets locally - two in Causeway Bay and 

one in Tsim Sha Tsui. A spokesman for the company confirmed 

they offered a separate rate for the Scottish pound and would      

continue to. 
 

"It's legal tender," he said. "We have had transactions in the past, 

but … it's actually only been once in a blue moon, but we will    

continue to provide the service. The rate is based on whatever the 

English pound is at that time." 
 

The Sheraton Hotel at Nathan Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, also has an 

exchange rate for the Scottish pound, the same as it offers for the 

English pound. However, five Western Union money exchange  

outlets the Sunday Morning Post visited in Wan Chai and Causeway 

Bay would not accept a Scottish £20 note for Hong Kong dollars. 
 

Although the currency is not exactly flooding Hong Kong, those 

fighting for Scottish independence welcomed the news. 
 

"Perhaps Mega Forum Exchange's difference in exchange rate is a 

recognition that the latest figures showed that Scotland's economy is 

outperforming the UK as a whole," a Scottish National Party 

spokesman said. 
 

"The strength of Scotland's economy and our export performance 

underlines the significant contribution that Scotland makes to the 

strength of Sterling, and why continuing a Sterling area after a 'Yes' 

vote in September 2014, and Scotland becoming independent, 

would be in the interests of both Scotland and the rest of the UK." 
 

The currency in Scotland is not different from the rest of the coun-

try in that it is also consists of British pounds, but most Scottish 

banks print their own versions. 

Most "Scottish" banknotes circulating in Scotland are issued by 

Scottish banks and are widely accepted throughout Britain. 

The £ sterling in Scotland is not much different than it used to be in 

some of the commonwealth before countries like new Zealand and 

Australia who printed their own version of the £ until they decided 

to align their currency with the dollar, so apart from southern     

Ireland there are plenty of examples of currency union that doesn’t 

mean that the countries sharing a currency are fiscally controlled by 

any other single country. As the article shows Scotland is out      

performing the rest of the UK so it would be in the rest of the UK’s 

interest to come to a mutual arrangement for the £. 
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DATA  CENTRE CAMPUSES AND RENEWABLE ENERGY IN A WORLD OF BIG DATA   - Roland Chaplain's          

response to issues raised at the  “Big Data” conference,  Holyrood 19.04.13 

For the past 5 years, following a request from David Byers, Scottish Enterprise (South), I have been involved in looking at          

opportunities for the data industry in Scotland. Coming from a professional background of applied weather forecasting my          

particular interest is in the role of renewable energy in helping drive forward this sector. A question was asked in the final plenary 

session of the conference. The panel failed to pick up on the 'clues' as to what was being looked for in their answers. What this tells 

me is that one of Scotland's key opportunities for the future has been slipping off the radar recently. 

Participants were delighted to hear of all the skills that are being learned and developed which will enable Scots to contribute to the 

worldwide explosion in improving methods of storing, retrieving and processing data. However, there was an assumption made by 

Chris Roche in Breakout Group "A" that there was an inevitability of a drift of expertise to the world's main centres such as London. 

That will not bring jobs to Scotland. 

It will certainly not bring jobs to rural areas with potential major development opportunities such as Dumfries and Galloway ! 

My contention is that (in Chris Roche's terminology) there will be a 'transformational moment' when the link between Scotland's 

massive renewable energy potential, internationally agreed carbon taxes and the energy demands of 'big data' will converge. 
 

Twice this has already almost happened near Ecclefechan on the M74 corridor through Dumfriesshire. In 2008 Mike Manos of     

Microsoft identified a site which on his 'heat map' was potentially the best in Europe and certainly world class for major data centre 

development. 

Microsoft came incredibly close to going ahead with a huge data centre development on this site. Subsequently the Lloyds Banking 

Group went even further down the planning process route to do the same - only to then be hit by the banking crisis. 

Major world players continue to look at the potential of this site. 

The McClelland Report is absolutely clear about the need to identify a small number of sites in Scotland where public data is stored 

and rationalised. The link that has failed to be made in the minds of most politicians and those who advise the Scottish Government 

is the scale of particularly ICT based job opportunities which will cluster around the locations which are chosen for these foci for 

public data. 

In 2008 the Broad Group report (unpublished), provided to SE, suggested potentially in excess of 10,000 jobs if the kind of          

development Microsoft were considering was to go ahead. 
   

Since then improvements in modular technology, air based cooling systems, miniaturisation and more heat resilient racks have all 

pointed to ways of reducing predicted energy demands of an exponentially growing data industry. It is for this reason that it is so 

important to continue to ensure that Scotland is ahead of the game in anticipating the impact of carbon and other future taxes which 

will be designed to conserve the world's non-renewable resources and mitigate climate disruption. 
  

What is needed is a fundamental transformation away from a mindset which focuses on prioritising exporting our renewable energy 

and with it our graduates down south. That renewable energy, if used and 'stored' in Scotland, has the potential to bring far more 

inward investment than most if not all the international trade events currently attended by SDI. 
 ] 
Dumfries and Galloway happens to be extraordinarily well located now in relation to the National Grid, existing and future           

renewable energy developments, dark fibre and relative proximity to major population centres. In particular: 

-   more than 100MW of hydro electricity is generated already at peak times, 

-   several hundred MW capacity of wind turbines are already operational, 

-   EON have a major biomass plant at Steven's Croft, Lockerbie, with potential for improvement and further development 

-   Solway Energy Gateway have demonstrated viable underwater tidal turbines with a potential for a 500MW development by 2018 

with energy coming ashore near Annan which could be sold direct to big users such as data centres, 

-   by 2035 tidal energy capacity from the Solway and neighbouring waters could have been expanded into an array with up to 

10GW capacity benefiting Cumbria, I of Man and N Ireland as well as SW Scotland. 
  

As if the above was not enough to be a convincing argument for the Scottish Government to give a high priority to the existing site 

with outline planning permission in the region there are also lots of other reasons. One of the most important of these is what such a 

development could bring to the newly opened Crichton Institute on the Crichton Campus, Dumfries.  

A key player in the consortium, currently working on a detailed planning application for the site near Ecclefechan, has visited the 

Crichton and discussed his vision for a 'data university'. 

Our leading (mainly Central Belt) universities, as so ably demonstrated at the conference, have found their niches. The linkage of 

big data and renewable energy could be the catalyst which one day will lead to world class research and teaching at the Crichton       

campus. For the same geographical reasons there is every reason to think that one would see the same happening at UHI. 
  

Finally I would stress that thoughts coming out of the “Big Data” conference are intended not just to be all about my own local     

region of Dumfries and Galloway. My desire is to see the benefits of the implementation of McClelland extending far beyond      

existing urban commercial hubs. 

What could first happen in Dumfriesshire would be a catalyst for comparable appropriate developments across any part of Scotland 

with future access to large volumes of reliable, dedicated, renewable energy from multiple sources. The Scottish Government has 

the opportunity through its rationalisation of public data to be the catalyst and driving force for maximising the number of new jobs 

which could come on the back of a shift of policy towards promoting the link between our renewable energy and its role in         

attracting business. 

The data and ICT sectors are at the heart of a 'digital age' where there will be an increasing demand for Scotland's renewable energy 

to help fuel its exponential growth. Others will do it if we don't. What is more there also remains the on-going concern over the  

security of public data if held in data centres located in far distant countries with different laws and regulations from our own. 

Roland Chaplain, an Sealladh, Balmaclellan, Castle Douglas, DG7 3QE. 

Tel: 01644 420361  e-mail: roland@glenkensbb.co.uk  
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Questions Answers 

1. In 2009, Scottish television viewers voted Robert Burns as being what?  

2. Which River gives its name to a woollen fabric?  

3. Which two clans were involved in the Glencoe Massacre in 1692?  

4. Which Scottish city was known in the 18th century The Athens of the north because of   

      the wealth of intellectual talent? 
 

5. Which Scottish golfer topped the European order of merit in 1993,1994 and 1995?  

6. Which Castle is pictured on a Royal Bank of Scotland twenty pound note?  

7. Which Scottish Island is known as The Queen of the Hebrides?  

8. In which year did The Forth Railway Bridge open?  

9. The Dounreay Nuclear Power Station, in Caithness, became the world’s first operational                       

     fast breeder reactor in which year? 
 

10. When was the Glasgow tower completed?  

11. The Falkirk Wheel is regarded as an engineering landmark for Scotland. What is it?  

12. Scotland has 790 islands. How many of these are inhabited?  

13. Where is the Samyѐ Ling monastery situated?  

14. In Gaelic how is Scotland known?  

15. Which Duke commands the only legal private army in Europe.  

16. What is his army called?  

17. In which castle did Madonna and Guy Richie marry in 2000?  

18. What is the main ingredient of Crappit heid?  

19. Which year did Johnnie Walker produce their first blend?  

20. Which is the longest bridge in Britain?  

 

 

Answers in June issue or contact the editor and she will email the answers out to you. 

Good Luck 

Answers to April Quiz:  

1. In the area of Glenkiln Reservoir. 2. Henry Moore. 3. 1329. 4. Dunfermline Abbey. 5. 2007. 6. Robert the Bruce.  

7. Dalbeattie. 8. Kirsty Wark. 9. Bonnie Prince Charlie. 10. 1919. 11. St Joseph’s College. 12. Shortbread. 13. A meat pastry.  

14. Kirkpatrick MacMillian. 15. Thomas Carlyle. 16. John Paul Jones. 17. The River Cree. 18. The Crown Jewels.  

19. Greyfriars Bobby. 20. Wisdom, Compassion, Justice and Integrity. 


